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S - Project Steve 0Steveo, http://www.ncseweb.org/article.asp?category=18
N -- Nobel laureate

% -- Appeared on The Simpsons

$ -- Ordered 16 Project Steve t-shirts in order to outfit all of the staff in his lab
I - Not to be confused with the preceding Steve with the identical name

This report is part of Project Steve.? Project Steve is, among other things, the first scientific analysis of the sex, geographic
location, and body size of scientists named Steve. We performed this research for the best of all reasons: we discovered
that we had lots of data. No scientist can resist the opportunity to analyze data, regardless of where that data came from
or why it was gathered.

The Steve Data

This analysis is based on data given to us by 284 scientists whose name is either Steve or some cognate of Steve (Stephanie,
Stephan, Esteban, etc.). The scientists perhaps unintentionally provided the data because they wanted us to send them

of Figures 1a
and 1b.
Experimental
Steveometry
apparatus,
front and back.

Project Steve t-shirts. We thus obtained complete data about each Steveis geographic location, sex, and shirt size.

Using our pioneering experimental Steveometry apparatus (see Figure 1) in combination with the shirt sizes requested by
each of the individual Steves, we estimated each Steveis body size on an ordinal scale that ranges from one to four; these
values correspond to shirt sizes Medium, Large, X-Large, and XX-Large.

We derived each Stevels geographical location from the address to which he or she asked us to send the shirt. The
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Figure 2. Even Stevens.

majority of Steves are located in the United States.
In performing our various numerical analyses, we
contrasted the U.S. domestic Steves (N = 234) with wild
Steves (N = 50) for some analyses. Wild Steves come

I \‘-.| primarily from Canada, Great Britain, Australia, and
{ Steve Stephen \ Germany; smaller numbers of them come from Israel,
[ 3455 3455 | the Netherlands, and South Africa. (NOTE: for some

analyses, we combined the data from some of these
wild Steves.) We determined the sex of each Steve by

‘:?;fr '-, ,,e// - . / examining his or her name: there were five Stephanies;
Stephan Fy EtEUE!I'I m%x we not arbitrarily classified them as female. The
1% ‘( i D5 ' remaining 279 Steves in the database were, accurately
Stephanie 7, s % #_F,x"# or not, classified as male.
2% S o
E!ﬂ:" =284 enshined Steves | ALLETNS IN the Steve Data

SPELLING. We examined the data to see if there were
any patterns in the various spellings of the name Steve.
Indeed, there were (see Figure 2). The percentages of
individuals who identify themselves as 0Stephend and
0Steved are each exactly 34%. To our knowledge, we

are thus the first to validate the reality of the concept of oeven Steven.d

GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION. We analyzed the geographical distribution of the U.S. Steves, tabulating the number
of these Steves within each five-degree band of longitude. Most of them are clustered on the east and west coasts (see
Figure 3). As can be seen in Figure 4, there is a Mid-Continental Steve Deficit, unrecognized prior to our discovery of it.

PHYSICAL SIZE. We were curious as to whether domestic Steves are physically larger or smaller on the average than
foreign, wild Steves. Figure 5 presents the breakdown of Steves by country, and Table 1 presents the mean and standard
deviation for these data. Israel, the Netherlands, and South Africa, collectively contributing four Steves to the project, are
grouped as orandom little countries.6 Their Steves, however, are second only to Germans in body size. The U.S. Steves
fall in the middle of the distribution, which we attribute to the melting-pot nature of American demographic history, and to
the homogenizing effect of gene flow.

Standard
Country Mean size deviation
Aussies 2.13 0.99
Brits 2.27 0.72
Yanks 2.41 0.75
Canadians, eh? 2.43 0.98
Random little countries 2.75 0.96
Germans 3.00 1.00

Table 1. Steves by National Origin: Mean, Standard deviation.

BIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS. We hypothesized that the morphology - the body sizes- of Steves would reflect the biological
laws that are known to affect other large-bodied mammals. Therefore, we analyzed the data to see how well Steves
correspond with generally known population patterns that reflect sexual dimorphism, Bergmanis Rule, and island-
biogeographical influence. We were unable to perform analyses for Allenis Rule (relating appendage length to latitude), as
all the shirts were short-sleeved

SEXUAL DIMORPHISM. Unlike other social mammals, Steves and Stephanies do not demonstrate the expected
sexual dimorphic pattern wherein males tend to be larger than females. This blew our first hypothesis all to smithereens.
Unhappily, we must report that Stephanies have a larger average shirt size than do Steves (see Figure 6), a factor we blame
upon the 20 percent of the Stephanie sample who ordered an XXL shirt, a garment approximately the size of a small tent.
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